April 10, 2003

Invest in the Future: Support

the National Science Foundation

Dear Colleague:


Last year, Congress made a long-term commitment to America’s scientific enterprise by overwhelmingly passing the National Science Foundation Authorization Act of 2002 (P.L. 107-368).  This legislation authorizes a path toward doubling the National Science Foundation (NSF) over the next five years.  Consistent with this legislation, we encourage you to join us in signing the attached letter (over) to Chairman Walsh and Ranking Member Mollohan urging them to fund the National Science Foundation at $6.39 billion for FY2004, the authorized level.


NSF supports the fundamental scientific research and education that fuel the growth of our economy, provide the means of our national security, and inspire our children.  Many of the benefits we reap today stem from wise investments made decades ago.  We must now increase the budget of the National Science Foundation—the only Federal agency devoted to supporting basic research in science, math, and engineering across all fields and science and math education at all levels—in order to provide the discoveries, technologies, and workforce necessary for the future prosperity of our nation.


Doubling funding for a science agency is not unprecedented, nor is it impossible during tight budgets.  Last year, we concluded the five-year doubling of the National Institutes of Health (NIH).  This successful effort has fueled tremendous opportunities in health-related research, and now we must match this commitment by increasing our funding in the physical sciences.  Doubling NSF over the next five years is our best opportunity to do so.  It is also possible to start this commitment this year considering we increased NIH funding by $3.6 billion last year.  This increase is over half of what we are requesting for NSF’s entire budget.


This funding request would be used to expand core science programs, to fund highly ranked grant proposals that are turned down solely for lack of funding, and to pursue new initiatives such as nanotechnology and biocomplexity.  It would also fund K-12 education programs that are critical for improving math and science education throughout the country.  Finally, it is an important commitment that we must make to America’s research enterprise and our future.  To join us, please contact Cameron Wilson in Rep. Ehlers’ office by e-mail or phone (x53831).

Sincerely,


__________________________
_________________________


Vernon Ehlers
Eddie Bernice Johnson



__________________________
__________________________



Nick Smith
Ralph Hall



__________________________


                                  Rush Holt

